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Amendments to the Claims 




\ 1 . (Original) A method in one or more corKputer systems for 
ing auctions offering the samejtem , comprising: 

displaying information about a first auction, the/information including a 
description of a first item offered in the first auction; 

receiving user input requesting information a^out other auctions offering 
items that.arejth e same as the first item; 

determining, for the description of the fi/st item among descriptions of 
items offered in a group of auctions including the first auction, the inverse document 
frequency of terms occurring within the description dl the first item; 

selecting a plurality of terms within t|?(e description of the first item having 
the largest inverse document frequencies; 

for each of the selected terms, obnducting a search for auctions in the 
group whose item descriptions contain the selected term; 

for each auction found in sit least one of the conducted searches, 
determining which of the selected terms 6c6ur in the auction's item description; 

identifying as an auction offering an item that is the same as the first item 
an auction among the found auction^ where the sum of the inverse document 
frequencies of the selected terms th^t occur in the item description for the auction 
exceeds a threshold; and 

displaying informationy^bout the identified auction. 



^^2. (Previously Presented) A method in a computer system for 
identifying purchasing opportunities within a set of purchasing opportunities that are 
similar to a distinguished Durchasing opportunity, the distinguished purchasing 
opportunity having descriptive information associated with it, comprising: 

for each of a /plurality of terms occurring in the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity, generating a term score 
reflecting the extent to which the occurrence of the term in the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity differentiates the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity from other purchasing opportunities in the set; 
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selecting as key words a plurality of terms having the l^lghest term scores; 
identifying purchasing opportunities of the set containing one or more key 



words; 



establishing a purchasing opportunity score for e^ch identified purchasing 
opportunity by summing the term score of the one ore more key words occurring in 
descriptive information associated with the identified purch^asing opportunities; and 

displaying information about one or mor/ of the identified purchasing 

opportunities. 

\ 3. (Original) The method of clain/2 wherein generating a term score 
for each term includes determining the fraction of/occurrences of the term in descriptive 
knformation associated with the purchasing opportunities of the set that occur in the 
descriptive information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

N4. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein identifying purchasing 
opportunities of the set containing key words includes performing a separate search for 
purchasing opportunities whose desci/ptive information includes each key word to 
produce a search result. 

5. (Original) The/method of claim 4, further comprising determining 
which key words occur in the descriptive information associated with each purchasing 
opportunities based upon which/of the produced search results contain the purchasing 
opportunity. 

\ 6. (Original The method of claim 2 wherein the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity and' at least a subset of the purchasing opportunities of the set 
are of one or more purchasing opportunity types selected from the group consisting of: 

store; / 

classified sale; 

auction; / 

reverse/auction; and 
purchase aggregation. 
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7. (Original) The method of claim 2, further 9dmprising selecting the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity in response to a ^ser request to display 
information about the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 2, further comprising selecting the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity in response to ytne exercise of the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity by a selected user. 

9. (Original) The method of cl^im 8, further comprising selecting the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity in respot/se to the purchase by the selected user 
of an item offered in the distinguished purcha(sing opportunity. 



^ 10. (Original) The method of claim 8, further comprising selecting the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity ipi response to a bid by the selected user on an 
item offered in the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

(Original) Thb method of claim 2, further comprising, in response 
to a user request for information about a purchasing opportunity similar to the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity, displaying information about the identified 
purchasing opportunity havirjg the largest purchasing opportunity score. 




[IZj (Original) The method of claim 2, further comprising, in response 
to a user request fo/ information about the distinguished purchasing opportunity, 
displaying information about the identified purchasing opportunity having the largest 
purchasing opportunity score in conjunction with displaying information about the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 2, further comprising displaying at 
least a portioi/of the identified purchasing opportunities in the order of their purchasing 
opportunity scores. 
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(^^14?^ (Original) The method of claim 2, furthe^omprising displaying a 
proper subset of the identified purchasing opportunities whplse purchasing opportunity 
scores each exceed-a minimum threshold. 




s15^ (Original) The method of claim 14^ wherein the displaying displays 
a predetermined fixed number of the identified purch/sing opportunities. 

^^^1^ (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein the displaying displays 
all of the identified purchasing opportunities wl^ose purchasing opportunity scores each 
exceed the minimum threshold. 



17. (Original) The methgd of claim 2 wherein a predetermined fixed 
number of key words are selected, 

18. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein a number of terms that is 
a predetermined fraction of the nunrioer of terms occurring in the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity are selected as keywords, 

^19. (Original) Tihe method of claim 2 wherein all of the terms whose 
term scores exceed a minimum threshold are selected as key words. 



V20, (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein the descriptive 
information associated JiWh the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes the 
purchasing opportunity type of the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 



\i21. ^Original) The method of claim 2 wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes an item 
name of an item offered in the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 
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\i 22. (Original) The method of claim 2 whefein the descriptive 
information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes an item 
description of an item offered in the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

'23. (Original) The method of claim /2 wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the distinguished purchasing/opportunity includes a price at 
which an item is offered in the distinguished purchasing/opportunity. 

24. (Original) The method of /claim 2 wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes a seller 
identity of the distinguished purchasing opportur)fty, 

25. (Original) The methoi3 of claim 2 wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes a seller 
location of the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

N26. (Original) The yhethod of claim 2 wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes 
availability of an item offered in the c^stinguished purchasing opportunity. 

.27. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein the descriptive 
information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes shipping 
terms for an item offered in the/listinguished purchasing opportunity. 

' 28. (Original/ The method of claim 2 wherein the descriptive 
information associated with/the distinguished purchasing opportunity includes forms of 
payment accepted for the aistinguished purchasing opportunity. 



29. (Orijginal) The method of claim 2 wherein distinguished purchasing 



opportunity is an aucti 



n, and wherein the descriptive information associated with the 



distinguished purchasir g opportunity includes the closing date of the auction. 
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30. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein a cHstinguished item is 
offered for purchase in the distinguished purchasing opporturiity, and wherein the 
descriptive information associated with the distinguished/purchasing opportunity 
includes a publisher of the distinguished item. 

A 31. , (Original) The method of claim 2 yi^herein a distinguished item is 
offered for purchase in the distinguished purchasing opportunity, and wherein the 
descriptive information associated with the distjnguished purchasing opportunity 
includes an author of the distinguished item. 

32. (Original) The method of /6laim 2 wherein a distinguished item is 
offered for purchase in the distinguished purchasing opportunity, and wherein the 
descriptive information associated with ^e distinguished purchasing opportunity 
includes an artist of the distinguished itemy 

. 33. (Original) The method, of claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is 
offered for purchase in the distinginshed purchasing opportunity, and wherein the 
descriptive information associated/ with the distinguished purchasing opportunity 
includes a performer of the distingmshed item, 

34. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is 
offered for purchase in the distinguished purchasing opportunity, and wherein the 
descriptive information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity 
includes a size of the distinouished item. 

35. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is 
offered for purchase iry the distinguished purchasing opportunity, and wherein the 
descriptive informatioir associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity 
includes a color of the/distinguished item. 

36. /(Original) The method of claim 2 wherein a distinguished item is 
offered for purchase in the distinguished purchasing opportunity, and wherein the 
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descriptive information associated with the distinguished purpiasing opportunity 
includes a style of the distinguished item. 

37. (Previously Presented) A computer-readable medium whose 
contents cause a computer system to identify purchasing/opportunities within a set of 
purchasing opportunities that are similar to a distinguished purchasing opportunity, the 
distinguished purchasing opportunity having descriptiye information associated with it, 
by: 

for each of a plurality of terms occurring in the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing {opportunity, generating a term score 
reflecting the extent to which the occurrence or the term in the descriptive information 
associated with the distinguished purchasing cipportunity differentiates the distinguished 
purchasing opportunity from other purchasing opportunity in the set; 

selecting as keywords a plurality of terms having the highest tierm scores; 

identifying purchasing opportunities of the set containing one or more key 

words; and 

establishing a purchasing opportunity score for each identified purchasing 
opportunity by summing the term yscore of the one or more key words occurring in 
information associated with the identified purchasing opportunities. 

38. (Original) /The computer-readable medium of claim 37 wherein 
generating a term score for each term includes determining the fraction of occurrences 
of the term in information associated with the purchasing opportunities of the set that 
occur in the information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity. 

39. (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 37 wherein the 
contents of the computer-readable medium further cause the computer system to 
display at least a portion of the identified purchasing opportunities in the order of their 
purchasing opportunity scores. 

40. / (Original) The computer-readable medium of claim 37 wherein the 
contents of the tomputer-readable medium further cause the computer system to 
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display a proper subset of the identified purchasing opportunitie^whose purchasing 
opportunity scores each exceed a minimum threshold. 



41. (Previously Presented) A data processing system comprising a 
hardware and software combination for scoring purchasing jopportunities within a set of 
purchasing opportunities in terms of their similarity to/ a distinguished purchasing 
opportunity, the distinguished purchasing opportunity /laving descriptive information 
associated with it, the system comprising: 

a term score generator that, for each cff a plurality of terms occurring in 
the descriptive information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity, 
generates a term score reflecting the extent to which the occurrence of the term in the 
descriptive information associated with the distinguished purchasing opportunity 
differentiates the distinguished purchasing/ opportunity from other purchasing 
opportunity in the set; 

a key word selection subsystem that selects as key words a plurality of 
terms having the highest term scores; 

a purchasing opportunity^ identification subsystem that identifies 
purchasing opportunities of the set containing one or more key words; and 

a purchasing opportunity scoring subsystem that establishes a purchasing 
opportunity score for each identified/purchasing opportunity by summing the term score 
of the one or more key words occurring in information associated with the identified 
purchasing opportunities. 




53. (Cancelled) 



54. (Orioinai) A computer memory containing a purchasing opportunity 
ranking data structure/ comprising a plurality entries, each entry comprising an 
indication of a purchsising opportunity and an indication of a purchasing opportunity 
score indicating a \e^e\ of similarity between the purchasing opportunity and a selected 
purchasing opportunity. 
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55. (Original) The computer memory of claim 54 wherein the 
purchasing opportunity score indicated by each entry is based upon inverse document 
frequency scores of terms occurring both in information describing the purchasing 
opportunity of the entry ^nd in information describing the selected purchasing 
opportunity. 
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